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There is an organization who says that the Bible is speaking to them when it says, “you are my witnesses”

Who am I speaking of? The Jehovah Witness organization.

Who are they? They are a religious organization that sincerely believes that they are God’s organization put in place to preach the message; that if you don’t become a Jehovah’s Witness, you will be destroyed at Armageddon. They really believe they are serving Jehovah, but that in fact they are totally ignorant of him as the true God and their Savior, Jesus Christ. I can speak on this topic since I grew up in the Jehovah Witness faith.

History: 

Background of Jehovah's Witnesses
Jehovah's Witnesses are an offshoot of the second Adventists movement, which developed in the middle 1800s. Judging by their memorial of Christ's death attendance, a required Witness activity, and thus it is a rough gauge of adherents, they number over twelve million worldwide. 

Jehovah's Witnesses have gained public prominence primarily because of their antagonism to all secular political systems, and by refusing to give these systems formal allegiance, including becoming part of the military, voting, holding public office, and saluting the flag, (Bergman, 1984, 1990).


They share many of the features of late nineteenth and early twentieth century apocalypticism, including repeated predictions of the imminent end of the world-such as in 1914, 1925, 1975 - which will usher in God's Kingdom (Brose, 1982; Zygmunt, 1970). 


The Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society (WTBTS), also known as the Jehovah's Witnesses (JWs) were formed as the Zion's Watch Tower in 1879 by Charles Taze Russell.

Pittsburgh businessman Charles Taze Russell who founded the group in 1879, worked tirelessly to spread his views until his death in 1916. The mantel was then passed on to his personal attorney, Joseph Franklin Rutherford, who ruled with an iron hand until 1942 (Zygmunt, 1967).

Rutherford was far more militant than Russell and changed the direction of the movement considerably (White, 1967). As a result, many schisms occurred, and over half of Russell's followers eventually left because of the radical changes Rutherford instituted. His teaching to resist military involvement resulted in major conflicts with the American government, and Rutherford and seven other Society officers were eventually convicted of conspiring to obstruct the recruiting of soldiers (Penton, 1985). 

The adverse conditions in prison caused Rutherford's health to deteriorate considerably and he remained plagued with health problems throughout his life (Sprague, 1942). Sentenced to harsh terms of twenty years each, they endured prison for nine months before they were released on bail while their appeal was pending. As a result until he died Rutherford prociferously condemned the American government and its courts, and especially the Catholic Church, which he felt influenced his imprisonment. 

Many people responded to Rutherford's condemnation of America by unleashing one of the worst waves of violent persecution against a religious group in United States in the twentieth century (ACLU, 1941) worldwide. 

The Witnesses have experienced more church-state conflicts than all other large religious groups in the world, having been banned, or their activities severely proscribed, in the Untied States, Canada, and most of the western world (Penton, 1976; Manwaring, 1959, 1962). Until recently, they were banned in most communist countries, and still face problems in Israel, the Islamic nations and others.

After Rutherford's death in 1942, Nathan Knorr assumed the presidency. His forte was in business, and he changed the Watchtower considerably. Gone were the virulent attacks against the government and religion, and in their place was a calm, reasoned condemnation (Harrison, 1978). Major changes in doctrine also occurred, and the membership grew faster than during any other period in their history.

The Witnesses teach that only 144,000 will go to Heaven, and the rest of the saved, the great crowd, or Jehovah's Witnesses in good standing will survive Armageddon to live forever on a restored paradise earth. The soul is not immortal and the state of the wicked is eternal annihilation. They reject the trinity, teach that only God has existed for eternity and His Son, Jesus, is a created being and the Holy Spirit is simply God's active force. A critical teaching is that salvation can be obtained only through working within the Watchtower Society, which they teach is the only ark of salvation for mankind (Franz, 1983, 1991). 


Each Witness is expected to spend much time studying the publications and proselytizing for the Society. Well known for their prodigious output of literature, which they sell from door to door, and on street corners. Their income from this activity last year in the United States alone was over one billion, one-quarter million dollars according to their Dunn's report. 

A teaching that has caused them much trouble is that all other religions are under the control of Satan, and that all of those involved in them will be eternally annihilated (Franz, 1991). The clergy are especially an evil class because they are leading the people away from the truth, which only the Watchtower has privy to. 

While the Bible is held to be the word of God, its interpretation can be made only by the Watch over Society, not individuals. Witnesses are prohibited from reading dissident literature, even that which is not critical to the Watchtower Society (Beverley, 1986). Because the end of the world is still taught to be very close, attending college, having families, and even marriage is discouraged (Bergman, 1990).

One of their most infamous past teachings was their refusal to accept vaccinations and organ transplants (both doctrines which have been reversed). And, the Watchtower ruled in 1961 that persons accepting blood transfusions are to be disfellowshipped (Bergman, 1990, 1991 a). This prohibition extends to their children, and as a result judges typically remove the children from the custody of the parents, and the new guardian allows doctors to use transfusion treatment. When the crisis is past, the parents are usually again given custody.

While the use of the term "Cult" to describe the Jehovah's Witnesses may be regarded as pejorative, they fit most definitions of the term (Lifton, 1961; Dellinger, 1985). The Watchtower Society is extremely exclusionistic, rigidly enforcing the isolation of its followers from all unnecessary contact with the world (Rogerson, 1972; Salzman, 1951, Sprague, 1942; Stroup, 1945). 

Their children are not allowed to involve themselves in any school activities other than those that are required, are discouraged from career advancement and attending college, and are required to rigidly conform to all Watchtower rulings, even in small matters such as celebration which is in many ways more extreme than the Unificationists (Beverley, 1986). Although some areas, such as celebrating of Christmas or voting, often results in disfellowshipping. Extreme pressure also exists to be involved full time in selling literature for the organization, and all contributions received must be turned over to the Watchtower (Beckford, 1972; Penton, 1985).

Major concerns include the influence of the sect on young people, issues related to coercion, the long-term effect of certain coercive practices on free will and the psychological adjustment of persons who are involved. All of these are commonly raised in Witness custody cases, pitting the Society against the state and forcing a judicial evaluation of the Society's teachings. 
________________________________________________________________________

What do they believe? They believe only the JW’s will live here on earth in Paradise in the new world order. Everyone else who is not a Jehovah’s Witness will, and I repeat, will be destroyed.

They base their teaching on their version of the Bible called the New World Translation”. This version of the bible has blatant changes made to soot the doctrine that they are teaching. This Bible, the New World Translation is full of errors as a result.

To test whether a religious organization is complying with the Bible you must put it through the litmus test? 

1. Are they a false religion? They have repeated incidents where they predicted the end of the world and to their embarrassment proved false. They kept changing the year and made some excuse why the earlier prediction wasn’t correct. 1886 predicted all government would cease in 26 years (1914 when they said Christ will return). 

Firend’s I researched this and found an article listing the prophecies on the Internet at the Christian Apologetics research Ministry. Let us review the findings:
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	False Prophecies of the Jehovah's Witnesses
      The Witnesses make many claims in their attempt to convert you to their faith. They profess to have the only true Christian church, to be the only true representatives of God, to have the only correct biblical teaching, and to be the only true announcers of Jehovah's coming kingdom. 
      If they are the only true church and are the only true voice of God's word, then what they say should prove to be true, especially in prophecy. When it comes to predicting the future, the Watchtower organization fails miserably. Following are some of the false predictions made over the years by the Watchtower organization. If you present these to a JW, he will probably say something like, "Those are taken out of context," or "They didn't claim to be the prophet of God," or "The light is getting brighter and we are understanding Bible prophecy better now," etc. Make a copy of these false prophecies, found in the appendix, and give it to them to check. They are right out of the Witnesses' literature. 
      Remember Deut. 18:22, "If what a prophet proclaims in the name of the LORD does not take place or come true, that is a message the LORD has not spoken. That prophet has spoken presumptuously. Do not be afraid of him." If someone makes a false prophecy, and they have claimed to be a prophet of God, then they are false prophets and are not to be listened to. 
      Do the Witnesses claim to be the prophet of God? Yes, they do. 

     In 1972 the Jehovah's Witness Watchtower claimed to be the prophet of God.
IDENTIFYING THE "PROPHET" -- "So does Jehovah have a prophet to help them, to warn them of dangers and to declare things to come? These questions can be answered in the affirmative. Who is this prophet?...This "prophet" was not one man, but was a body of men and women. It was the small group of footstep followers of Jesus Christ, known at that time as International Bible Students. Today they are known as Jehovah's Christian Witnesses...Of course, it is easy to say that this group acts as a ‘prophet' of God. It is another thing to prove it." The Watchtower, 4/1/72, p. 197. (See Deut. 18:21) 

1897 "Our Lord, the appointed King, is now present, since October 1874," Studies in the Scriptures, Vol. 4, page 621.

1899 "...the ‘battle of the great day of God Almighty' (Revelation 16:14), which will end in A.D. 1914 with the complete overthrow of earth's present rulership, is already commenced." The Time Is at Hand, page 101 (1908 edition). 

1916 "The Bible chronology herein presented shows that the six great 1000 year days beginning with Adam are ended, and that the great 7th Day, the 1000 years of Christ's Reign, began in 1873." The Time Is at Hand, page ii, (forward). 

1918 "Therefore we may confidently expect that 1925 will mark the return of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and the faithful prophets of old, particularly those named by the Apostle in Hebrews 11, to the condition of human perfection." Millions Now Living Will Never Die, page 89. 

1922 "The date 1925 is even more distinctly indicated by the Scriptures than 1914." The Watchtower 9/1/22, page 262. 

1923 "Our thought is, that 1925 is definitely settled by the Scriptures. As to Noah, the Christian now has much more upon which to base his faith than Noah had upon which to base his faith in a coming deluge." The Watchtower, page 106 4/1/23. 

1925 "The year 1925 is here. With great expectation Christians have looked forward to this year. Many have confidently expected that all members of the body of Christ will be changed to heavenly glory during this year. This may be accomplished. It may not be. In his own due time God will accomplish his purposes concerning his people. Christians should not be so deeply concerned about what may transpire this year." The Watchtower, 1/1/25, page. 3. 

1925 "It is to be expected that Satan will try to inject into the minds of the consecrated, the thought that 1925 should see an end to the work." The Watchtower, Sept, 1925 page 262. 

1926 "Some anticipated that the work would end in 1925, but the Lord did not state so. The difficulty was that the friends inflated their imaginations beyond reason; and that when their imaginations burst asunder, they were inclined to throw away everything." The Watchtower, page 232. 

1931 "There was a measure of disappointment on the part of Jehovah's faithful ones on earth concerning the years 1917, 1918, and 1925, which disappointment lasted for a time...and they also learned to quit fixing dates." Vindication, page 338. 

1941 "Receiving the gift, the marching children clasped it to them, not a toy or plaything for idle pleasure, but the Lord's provided instrument for most effective work in the remaining months before Armageddon." The Watchtower, 9/15/41, page 288. 

1968 "True, there have been those in times past who predicted an ‘end to the world', even announcing a specific date. Yet nothing happened. The ‘end' did not come. They were guilty of false prophesying. Why? What was missing?.. Missing from such people were God's truths and evidence that he was using and guiding them." Awake, 10/8/68. 

1968 "Why are you looking forward to 1975?" The Watchtower, 8/15/68, page 494. 

      A JW might say that the organization is still learning. If that is so, then how can they trust what they are taught now by the Watchtower? Will what they are being taught now change also? 
      A true prophet of God won't err in prophesying. Only a false prophet does. The Jehovah's Witness organization, that claims to be a prophet of God, is really a false prophet. Jesus warned us by saying, "For false Christ’s and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and miracles to deceive even the elect -- if that were possible" (Matt. 24:24). 





2. Do they teach that Jesus Christ and the Father are one? No. This is an alarming situation for Jehovah’s Witnesses. This denial means eternal damnation. Jesus role is de-emphasized. 

        John 1:1 is mis-translated in the new world translation  (Jehovah Witness bible).

3. Bible’s accuracy: Their Bible is full of intentional, blatant word changes to soot their belief. 

        John 1:1 is mis-translated in the new world translation  (Jehovah Witness bible).

The New world translation says in John 1:1. In the beginning was the world and the word was a God.

The correct verse translation should say: In the beginning was the word and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

4. False Teaching: What does the bible teach us regarding false teachers? Beware of false Teachers. 

5. Who is Jesus Christ to their organization? Jesus Christ roll or his Deity is de-emphasizes. Reduced to just being a man. Not God in the flesh. 
In their teaching he was also a God in their Bible thus indicating that they believe in more than one God.

What do they do to the individuals who disagree with their teaching or who is involved in conduct not becoming a Christian?  They disfellowship them and they are considered apostate.

Disfellowshipping a person means that no JW (Jehovah Witness) shall communicated with that person. 

The record on the disfellowshipped individuals keep gets marked to alert other JW organizations of the individual status. They really become ex-communicated.

This is not what the bible teaches. How will a person coloring outside the lines sort to speak become rehabilitated via the discommunication process? 

Silent Lambs is an organization that was formed through ex-Jehovah witnesses who claim to have been abused sexually and the Jehovah Witness organization covered up the sin. The people abused were punished.

Works oriented:

JW’s are works oriented. They believe and are made to feel guilty if they are not involved in field service, ministry school… They don’t teach that there is grace, or that Jesus Christ has paved the way for eternal life for all who believes. John 3:16

Other rules that they set up to make themselves different from the world were no celebrating of Holiday’s.

Christmas, Birthdays, Thanksgiving, Easter etc.

Personal Testimony:

Friends I can speak with authority on this subject because as a child and teen I grew up in the Jehovah Witness faith. I attended countless meetings, Circuit assemblies and attending ministry school. 

After experiencing what was taught I began to see problems with who, what, when, how and why when I applied these words to certain things taught. 

Some of the problems I had with the Jehovah Witness Faith are as follows:

( Additional activities I did not get a satisfactory answer for was why we didn’t celebrate Birthdays, Christmas etc.

( What was called the 144,000 remnants made no sense to me.

( Seeing family’s being divided because of their beliefs.

( People being ex-communicated.

( Jesus role seem reduced to me.

( John 1:1 mis-translated in their Bible

( History of False predictions

( Salvation and Grace through Jesus Christ was not taught.

( In my heart I felt I needed to look outside the JW organization to find the Truth that they said that they had.

( Rules that the organization set was not consistent throughout the world. Some people died due to their inconsistence.

( The Jehovah’s Witness organization and belief system failed the litmus test of how to identifying false religion.

I found Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savoir in 1991 and am on a mission to be used by God in whatever way that brings Glory to Him. 

Co-starting Lord of hope Ministries with my wife and volunteering my musical talents I feel are only the beginning…

Do you want the joy I have in serving our great and awesome God?

Read you Bible and draw near to God. Tell him I want you to be Lord of my life.

Take these Action Steps and put them into use:

( Accept Jesus Christ as your Savior if not already done.

( Confess your sins.

( Confession of Christ: Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven.

Matthew 10:32-33

Also I say unto you, Whosoever shall confess me before men, him shall the Son of man also confess before the angels of God:

The Lord is reaching out to you with his out stretched hand.

If you want to freed from your sins have you ask the Lord to come into your life to be the Lord of your life and the forgiver of your sins? Why don’t you do this right now!

To receive Christ you need to do four things:

1. Admit your spiritual need. “I am a Sinner”.

2. Repent and be willing to turn from your sin.

3. Believe that Jesus Christ died for you on the Cross.

4. Receive through prayer, Jesus Christ into your heart and life.

Christ says, “Behold I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in Revelation  3:20.

God’s word the Bible says, “Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved”

Romans 10:13

Friend, I am going to lead you in a prayer for salvation so everyone please bow your heads

Salvation Prayer:

Dear Lord Jesus, I know that I am a sinner and need your forgiveness. 

I believe that you died for my sins.

I want to turn from my sins. I now invite you to come into my heart and life.

I want to trust and follow you as Lord and Savior. In Jesus name Amen.

Confirming the decision to receive Christ

You are saved

You are a Child of God

You have everlasting life

If you prayed to have Jesus Christ be Lord of your life and the forgiver of your sins please come down after the service so we can give you material to help you on you Christian journey. 

Note: If this sermon was downloaded from our web-site and you accepted Jesus as Lord of your life as a result of reading this please send us an e-mail so we can celebrate in our hearts for you.

Conclusion: Do we have any Jehovah Witnesses attending today? You don’t have to put your hand up. Just know that you can verify what I said by checking the Jehovah Witness books and literature. Also, a lot of information can be obtained over the internet.

May our heavenly Father help you in putting all of the pieces together as he has helped me!

We are here for you and offer our help in helping you in your spiritual journey.

Friends, if you know a Jehovah Witness please give them information regarding the gospel.  Discuss Jesus Christ and saving grave to them. Be prepared to have your faith questioned. Tell them how God has changed your life.

Lets stand for closing prayer.

